
Along with CEPT, AMC mulls incorporating single fare system in city’s AMTS system

Kinjal Desai

AMC, together with CEPT, is
intending to incorporate the
single fare system into
Ahmedabad's transportation
modes, making life simpler for
residents who make use of
public transport system.

"Currently, commuters
change their travel route at
Anjali and other strategic
BRTS locations to reach the
new and old cities. For this
they pay only once at the start-
ing point of their journey and
while changing BRTS route at
a station, they don't pay the
second time. AMC and CEPT
are intending to further
stretch this one-time pay fare
system into feeders and AMTS
as well, so that an individual
does not have to pay every

time the route is changed,"
Prof Shivanand Swamy, teach-
ing faculty and associate di-
rector of Planning and Public
Policy, CEPT University, said.

CEPT also organised a lec-
ture on Tuesday evening by
Mohinder Singh, who is the di-
rector, research and planning
and dean of the LTA academy,

Singapore. Singh stressed on
various policies and planning
that the land transfer author-
ity of Singapore had taken in
order to make transportation
easier and lessen vehicular
congestion. "During the early
years of town planning, plans,
strategies and implementa-
tion for putting up trans-

portation services were also
done simultaneously, to en-
sure smooth flow of trans-
portation to people living in a
particular town.

More so, they have two op-
erators who work together on
a fare system, and if they in-
tend to increase the fares, then
they have to propose it to the

Public Transport Council
(PTC). PTC consists of every-
one other than government
members and therefore they
are in the right position to de-
cide on the fares for the bene-
fit of the people", Singh said.

More so, AMC is intending
to adopt single card system for
AMTS, BRTS and Feeder in
Ahmedabad, wherein in our
system for instance if you
have travelled 10kms by
AMTS and you have paid Rs15,
then if oyu are stopping at two
places you will be charged.
Then when you come to BRTS
and Feeder it will be single
charge, but you don't have to
go to a ticket counter, your red-
ernet card will do this job,"
concluded municipal com-
missioner, IP Gautam, also
present for the seminar.

Soon, pay once & travel wherever you want to

Ankita Pathak

The recently concluded na-
tional event of IIMA, Con-
fluence 2010, hosted the Na-
tional Business Olympiad, a
business simulation compe-
tition for management stu-
dents in the city.

Under the initiative of
inspiring innovations and
expanding horizons, Con-
fluence 2010 conducted the
competition. The objective
of the Olympiad is to test
the business acumen,
knowledge, skills and deci-
sion-making in the area of
Finance, Marketing, Opera-
tions and R&D.

Students from Ahmed-
abad-based Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute
of India (EDI), made a clean
sweep winning the top three
positions at the event which
saw participation from over
40 B-schools across the coun-
try from around 20 cities.

EDI Ahmedabad managed
to grab the first and second
position leaving behind the

IIMs and other known B-
schools of the country. The
third position though not an-
nounced formally also went
to EDI, Ahmedabad students
according to the marks.

Abhishek Goenka, He-
mant Mehta and Love
Anandjiwala of EDI,
Ahmedabad won the first
place at the competition,
with the runners up position
going to Ankush Jain, Man-
ish Bansal and Vandana Bor-

dia, also from the same in-
stitute. The winners were fe-
licitated with certificates
along with a cash prize by Dr
Kiran Bedi, former IPS offi-
cer who was the chief guest
at the award presentation.

"Getting felicitated by Dr
Kiran Bedi was a moment of
honour," said Abhishek
Goenka, the winning team
member. When asked about
their Olympiad experience,
Hemant Mehta, another

winning team member said,
"As we progressed from the
city round to prelim to the fi-
nals, we made sure that we
do not repeat our mistakes
and take a lesson for our
journey ahead." 

Where Goenka and Mehta
want to go ahead starting up
their ventures in the
tourism sector, the third
team member Love Anand-
jiwala, who wants to expand
his family business feels
that, "Apart from the pleas-
ure and joy of winning the
competition, the Olympiad
helped us gain practical ex-
perience which would be
helpful in expanding my
family business as well."

All the teams faced tough
competition and feel that the
Olympiad helped them gain
experience and make strate-
gies keeping in mind the
market situations which
would be helpful for the fu-
ture as well. With the win,
EDI is now encouraging its
students to expose them to
other competitions.

Season of Olympiads!
EDI-ites pip competitors from top B-schools

Chaitra Devarhubli

At first glance, city lad Kush Saluja is just
a sweet, cute-looking schoolgoer. You
wouldn't imagine a kid his age could top
the state in IT and computer knowledge.
And yet, once the list of this 11-year old's
achievements is out, you can't help but
marvel at all that he's accomplished, and
that too at such an early age.

Kush has done Amdavad proud. At the
recently held Olympiad exam, this young
boy stood 1st across Gujarat and 14th in
India at the Cyber Olympiad. Surpris-
ingly, despite being only in class 6, this
young student stood first in the state in
computer technology and IT knowledge -
a feat, considering his age.

Olympiad exams are conducted at an
international level, to identify and nur-
ture talent among students. These exams
are conducted annually, and students
from across the globe appear for these.

Kush is a student of Anand Niketan
School (Satellite) in the city, and besides
academics, has other achievements to his
credit as well. Not only did he stand first
this year, he had also stood first at the Sci-
ence Olympiad two years back. Kush is
keeping his fingers crossed and is await-
ing the results of the Science and Maths
Olympiad exams eagerly. The principal of
Kush's school is all praises for him.

A cyber whizzkid!

Jitendra Dave & Niyati Rana

Amdavadi commuters have given the thumbs up
to the air-conditioned (AC) buses on the Bus
Rapid Transit System, (BRTS) route. Ahmed-
abad Janmarg Ltd (AJL), a special-purpose ve-
hicle of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) for BRTS, had put an AC bus on the road
on a pilot basis.

A survey carried out by Center for Environ-
mental Planning and Technology (CEPT) in No-
vember revealed that around 82% commuters are
happy with the service. On a scale of 10 the com-
muters gave the service eight.

At present, the lone AC bus plies on the RTO to
Maninagar route.
The survey also
found that com-
muters are willing
to pay more if they
get better service
and comfort.

Around 40% of
the commuters sur-
veyed said they
were willing to pay
an additional
amount of Rs5 over
and above the nor-
mal BRTS fare.

The commuters
also found that the
AC bus was more
peaceful perhaps
because it did not
allow for outside
clamor to filter in.
As for criticism,
some commuters
said that the buses
made them feel suf-
focated particularly
when they were crowded.

AJL officials clarified that the temperature in
the bus was set at 27ºC which is not adequate when
large number of people travel in the same bus.
Sources also said that the manufacturer has not put
curtains to retain the temperature in the bus.

The commuters also wanted AJL to improve the
frequency of buses so as to prevent them from get-
ting crowded. The commuters also want the com-
pany to pay more attention to the upkeep of the
bus stations. The survey found that since it began
the service BRTS has been able to retain 40% of its
commuters while 17% have been using the service
for the last six months.

82% commuters
give thumbs up 
to AC BRTS buses

DNA Correspondent 
GANDHINAGAR

Chief minister Narendra
Modi has urged prime min-
ister Dr Manmohan Singh
to involve chief ministers of
all states to define the coun-
try's national commitments
for climate change, before
they are submitted by the
centre for international ne-
gotiations.

Quoting reports, Modi
said in a letter to the PM
that the centre's stand at the
ongoing COP 16 summit at
Cancun, Mexico, on meas-
urement, reporting, verifi-
cation, international con-
sultations and analysis of
India's domestic climate ac-
tions, was contrary to the
earlier commitment given
by it to the parliament.

Modi said that this was
not only a compromise with
respect to national sover-
eignty, but also raised seri-

ous issues regarding the
country's federal structure.

The CM also said in the
letter that about 70% to 80%
of mitigation and adapta-
tion work on climate
change was being done at
the state level.

However, so far no mech-
anism had been put in place
to involve chief ministers of
states in a consultative
process before deciding on
the country's national ap-
proach on climate change.

"This is contrary to the
true spirit of the Indian fed-
eral system," he said.

Involve CMs in the
climate report : Modi

Prashant Thakor

A protest aimed at requesting
Gujarat university vice-chan-
cellor Parimal Trivedi to re-
move the tainted doctor Ketan
Desai from the newly formed
senate turned violent today.

Members of Student Parent
Association of India (SPAI),
who were agitating against Ke-
tan Desai's inclusion in the sen-
ate since past few weeks en-
tered in to a quarrel with Prof
HP Bhalodia, believed to be a
close ally of disgraced doctor
Ketan Desai.

The quarrel took a violent
turn as the professor allegedly
threatened angry protestors. As
it turned out to be, he had to pay
the price as angry protestors
manhandled him and damaged
his luxury car.

The matter only died down
when police and security per-

sonnel took the professor away
from the angry protesting mob.

SPAI members and some stu-
dents had begun their agitation
in front of V-C's bungalow at
2pm demanding Ketan Desai's
exclusion from today's senate
notification. They went to uni-
versity main office and started
shouting slogans.

In the mean time, police ar-
rived in full strength to stop the
protest from turning violent.

While sloganeering was go-

ing on, Prof HP Bhalodia of BJ
Medical College arrived in his
car, all protestors began venting
their ire against him.

Protestors alleged that
Bhalodia, a close friend of Ke-
tan Desai, was also involved in
wide-spread corruption. They
forced him from stepping out of
his car. He allegedly threatened
them and asked them to stop
protests against Ketan Desai.
Seeing his angry stance, the
mob almost beat him up.

War of words over KD gets

Kinjal Desai

Mobile Monday (MoMo) joins
hands with CIIE to help bud-
ding student entrepreneurs
and others who intend on
building their company or in-
dustry from scratch or need
help mid-way while establish-
ing them in the market.

Explaining how it is differ-
ent from the incubators of sev-
eral other institutes, Ashok
Karania, head of business
strategy, 'Info Stretch', and
member of MoMo Ahmedabad
chapter said that, "An entre-
preneur need funding. Al-
though there are lot of incu-
bating agencies and offices
they provide funding only upto
a certain limit. These incuba-
tion centres have varied tech-
nologies covered under them,

but not mobile. In such a sce-
nario, MoMo comes to aid.

We are getting a lot of speak-
ers from the ecosystem around
and there will be lot of brain-
storming. If you have an idea
then the advantage of MoMo is
that you can create a pitch and
you can get validation from
your peers, people who are
there for neutral reasons; for-
mulation of new ideas could
take birth, while attending one
of the speaker sessions.
MoMo's aim is to be around
budding entrepreneurs all the
time and provide them with all
the basic help and solve their

issues, however big or small
they might be. More so, MoMo
will be tying up and has al-
ready started doing the same,
with eminent people of the in-
dustry, hence, if one gets no-
ticed and if lucky, he or she  s
and other ideas to grow."

MoMo is an open platform
for all. Being the fourth stream
in the technology line, it does
not need opportunities only in
the IT domain. Stuff like Bol-
lywood movies, news content
are easily available on mobile
and it affects everyone around
that mobile. "As we are mainly
open for student entrepre-
neurs, we will play a role of de-
veloping and grooming this tal-
ent and how one can make apt
use of mobile technology and
also understand the opportuni-
ties thereafter," Karania said.

Wannabe entrepreneurs’ venture
projects to get MoMo advantage

kind...Meet Amdavad’s own ‘Olympians’ of a different 

Students from EDI swept clean all honours at the Nat’l Biz Olympiad, while Kush, 11, topped the cyber Olympiad in Gujarat
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CM writes to
Manmohan Singh
in the wake of
reports of Centre’s
contrarian stand 
at the ongoing 
COP 16 summit 
in Mexico

Ketan's supporter and protestors fight it out in open

Mobile Monday & CIIE
aim to help the
budding student-
entrepreneurs 

Supporters of Ketan
Desai and protestors
slug it out in open 
on Tuesday
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Mohinder Singh at the lecture on Tuesday. IP Gautam (2nd from right) among attendees
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Cool-vantage
> BRTS has been able to
retain 40% passengers
since beginning of the
service

> Complaints of
suffocation also received
from commuters

> 80% commuters will not
mind increase of Rs2 in
fare for AC buses

> Majority of the
commuter found AC bus
provides relief from noise

Prashant Thakor

It seems the protests, agita-
tion and PIL to prevent
tainted doctor Ketan Desai
from making it to the GU
senate has finally paid off.

For, the GU in its official
notification for formation of
the new senate on Tuesday
has not included Desai in
the list of elected members
of the GU court. In a move
that took everyone by sur-
prise, GU V-C Parimal
Trivedi said that given the
circumstances, of the 86
elected members, only 85
have made it to the senate.

Trivedi, for the first time
in GU history, has decided
to refer Desai's matter to the
education secretary, who
will take a final decision in
the matter. Now all eyes are
set on the principal secre-
tary, Hasmukh Adhiya.

Desai case in
‘Adhia’s court’
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TS Book release
Film
'Shamiana', screening of short films
at Darpana Academy of Performing
Arts, Usmanpura. From 8.30 pm
onwards. On December 10.

Lecture 
First lecture of ‘Leadership
lecture series’ by ICICI chairman,
KV Kamath at
PDPU auditorium.
From 12 noon. On
December 8.

Photo show
'Then & Now', exhibition of
pictures on Ahmedabad, by
Parmanand Dalwadi. 
At Alliance 
Francaise, till 
December 10. 

Art show
'Impressions', an
art show at
Ravishankar
Raval kala Bhavan. From 11 to 8 pm.
On December 8.

Food fest
Lectures by eminent
physicist and scientists
at Science City on ‘Dark
Matter Awareness Week’.
Till December 8. 

Talk
Chinese food
festival at
Mosaic, Thaltej.
From 12 to 3 pm
and 7 pm to 11 pm.
Till December 8.

Release of book Vishwa
Sahitya Darshan by Prof
Tushar Purani at Gujarat
Vishwakosh Bhavan, From
5 pm. On December 10. 

Temperature

Maximum 26.9oC

Minimum 16.2oC

Humidity 60%

Sunrise 07.08 am

Sunset 17.54 pm

Moonrise 09.18 am

Moonset 20.25 pm

Forecast  

Moderate to rather heavy
rain or thundershowers
would occur at most places
in all districts of Gujarat
state & in Diu, Daman,
Dadra Nagar Haveli.

Wed, December 8, 2010   

Shri Vikram Samvat 2067,
Sake Era 1932, Sun
Dakshinayan, Dakshin Gole,
Hemant Ritu, Margshirsh
Shukla Paksha Tritiya till
10.41pm, Nakshatra
Purvasadha till 7.13pm, Yoga
Gand till 9.19am, Karan
Taitil till 10.21am and after
that Gar till 10.41pm, and
Vanij starts

Rahu Kaal : 12pm 
to 1.30pm    
Yam Ganda : 7.30am 
to 9am   
Best Period : 0.30am 
to 12pm, and 4.30pm 
to 6.30pm

> US delegation enjoys BRTS
ride, visits Kankaria 

A delegation from USA including
minister counsellor for commercial
affairs of embassy of USA Judy
Reinke, deputy administrator of US
dept of transport, Therese W
McMillan, commercial officer of
consulate general of USA Marsha
MC Daniel visited various
development projects of Ahmedabad
on Tuesday. The delegation visited
Kankaria Lake Front and also
enjoyed a BRTS ride. The delegation
collected information regarding
several aspects of Ahmedabad
Janmarg Ltd, such as public-private
partnership, ticketing service,
display system, etc.

> Anand to host horse show
With a view to promote the charm of
horse keeping, Anand Agriculture
University is all set to host Swarnim
Gujarat Major Horse show from
January 2 to 4. The show, the first-
of-its-kind in Anand, is likely to
display around 350 horses of
Kathiyawadi and Marwari breed
from Saurashtra, North Gujarat and
Central Gujarat. The show will also
include 70 to 80 police horses.

> CM donates to Sainik Nidhi
Chief Minister
Narendra Modi
on Tuesday
offered a
personal
donation to
Sainik Kalyan

Nidhi on the occasion of Indian
Armed Force Flag Day. He also
acknowledged the armed forces for
their patriotism and commitment
towards the nation. Office bearers of
the state soldiers' board were also
present on the occasion.

WEATHER & ALMANAC

SHORT STORIES

Advocates of the Gujarat high court
bar association went on a strike on
Tuesday protesting against the 
non-appointment of judges to 
the state HC. — Piyush Patel.DNA
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