‘Cong leader tried to scuttle GSPC IPO’

Ahmedabad city

Alleges Saurabh Patel who accused a Congress leader of writing to FM seeking steps to prevent IPO > P6
Ahmedabad, March 12, 2011
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Parents fight for extra time at SSC centre

MORNING BRIEFING

Candidates at Ram Bali Vidya Mandir School in Paldi had received question papers half an hour late but weren't granted extra time by the authorities
Chaitra Devarhubli

—Dhaval Bharwad. DNA

> GU to form 'spy squad'
Gujarat University will form a 'spy
squad' to monitor illegal activities
during the upcoming exam period.
This 25-member team will be
equipped with spy cameras to
capture activities like fake paper
distribution to the students. The
members of this squad will not
have a separate uniform and will
conduct surveillance activities in
and around the university and
affiliated colleges in the state. The
squad will not be a part of the
exam squad, as they will do their
surveillance outside the exam
centre. The exams of Gujarat
University start from March 22.

> Road safety drive
Chemical Engineering Student's
Association (ChESA) from Nirma
University will serve the society
once again, as a part of their
annual techno-management
festival, Chemozale '11 from
March 17-18. "We are organising a
drive on road safety awareness on
Sunday, March 13. The drive will
commence from University road
and come to an end at the RTO
circle," overall event coordinator
for Chemozale, Abhinav Singhal
said. He said the rally would have
50 bikes with two students on
each bike carrying banners with
slogans. The students will also
distribute leaflets and thank
traffic cops.

> Undertrial’s plea rejected
The additional city sessions judge
VM Chaudhry rejected the bail
application of a HIV positive
undertrial stating that he can be
treated at the civil hospital.
However, the court directed the
Central Jail Superintendent to
provide necessary facility to the
accused. Kirit Soni, resident of
Vadaj was arrested in the fake
currency racket case registered
with Dariyapur police station. Soni
was soon found to be HIV positive
and had moved a bail plea stating
that he needed to be treated at a
private hospital.

Pankaj Shukla.DNA

Renowned architect and planner, BV
Doshi (centre) released Prof Jaiminni
Mehta's (left) book, 'Rethinking
Modernity: Towards post rational
architecture' on Friday on the Cept
campus on Friday. Mehta, who is also
a practicing architect and a teacher
at Cept, says that contours of post
rational architecture are already
visible in the works of several
contemporary architects, in his book.

Though the first paper of the
SSC exam was easy for most students, several exam centres reportedly
faced
problems
which angered both parents and
students. In one case, parents
created a ruckus at Shree Ram
Bali Vidya Mandir in Paldi on
Friday, after authorities refused
to give extra time for delay
caused while distributing papers. The authorities allowed extra time to candidates only after
much deliberation.
The candidates at the school
were given entry at 10am, which
is the actual time for the exam to
start. Added to that, students received their question papers half
an hour late and weren't even
given extra time in the end to
compensate for the loss. This angered the students who called up
their parents.
Gradually, the situation worsened and the parents beat up the
centre coordinator Shashikant
Tiwari. The police and the district education officer of Ahmedabad city, RI Patel were called in
to control the situation. Hundreds of parents present at the
school campus demanded that
the students should be called in
and should be given extra time to
complete the paper.
However, Patel refused to
grant extra time to the students
once they were out and suggested the option of re-exam which
would be taken in a few days. But
parents protested against this
suggestion as they feared that
the board would deliberately
bring out a tough paper for the
students then. Another demand
by the parents to grant 15 marks
as grace to all the students was
refused by the DEO.
Several students and parents
also complained that the supervisors were ill informed about
several examination procedures.
"They guided us wrongly in filling up the details and later when
they realised that they made an
error, they told us to rectify it us-

DNA Correspondent
The first day of the SSC
Board exam of Gujarat Secondary
and
Higher
Secondary Education Board
(GSHSEB)
brought
a
smile on students' faces
as the Gujarati language paper was very easy. Most of
the students found it to be
a cakewalk.
Sharing her happiness,
Bhargav Patel said, "The paper was very easy and we
were asked to write an essay on 'Bhrashtachar Bhagao, Bharat Bachao' (End
corruption, save India) and
'Janta: Lokshani nu sachu
Bal'
(Citizens:
True
power of democracy). I am
expecting to score more
than 90 in the language paper." On a similar note,
Mansi Shah stated that all
the questions were from the
textbook. "Part A of the paper was easier than Part B
and the paper was not too
lengthy. I finished it on
time," she added.
On the first day of SSC
Board exams, four cheating
cases came to light across
the state. Out of them, two
were from Dahod, one was
from Sabarkantha and one
was from Bhuj. On the first
day of the exam, 11,138 students remained absent
across the state. Out of this,
575 absentees were reported
from Ahmedabad city and
472 absentees from Ahmedabad rural.

(Left to right) A parent is in tears as she sees class 10 students come out crying after appearing for the Gujarati
paper. The students at the centre were left in tears after they failed to get enough time to answer the questions
ing a whitener, which is not allowed in board exams. Moreover,
the OMR sheets in which we
used the whitener will not consider our answers at all," said a
student Vishruti Shah.
Sources say that this being the
first time the school was made an
exam centre, the supervisors
lacked basic information.
It took nearly four hours for
the matter to get settled after the
DEO consulted principal secre-

tary of GSHSEB, Hasmukh Adhia. Finally, a consensus was arrived at, at 5:30pm when the stu-

AT THE
BOARDS
dents were granted the extra half
an hour of exam time.
But by that time some students had already left the venue.
There are chances that those

who missed the extra time are
likely to create more trouble for
the authorities.
Board officials said that the
parents forced the board to take
such a decision and the issue will
be decided after due discussion.
"The board doesn't think granting half an hour time after the
exam is right. It is totally unfair
for those students who had already left the exam centre. So we
need to think about them as well,

> Shashikant Tiwari,
the exam
coordinator at Ram
Bali School, who was
beaten up by
parents, was
suspended by the
Board due to poor
management on
Friday evening. The
DEO will appoint a
new coordinator
soon.

"said an official.
A similar incident was reported at Sunflower School in
Vejalpur, where the question
papers were not distributed
on time. This angered the
students and they started creating a ruckus. The question
papers were distributed only at
10:20 am and then the situation
came under control. Extra time
however, was granted to the students there.

Class XII student goes missing allegedly due to examination fear
Father had sent
him to hand over
some money to
his aunt. But he
failed to return
home

Kinjal Desai

DNA Correspondent
A class XII (Commerce) student
of RR Tiwari Higher Secondary
School, Sarangpur, went missing
on Wednesday, with his father saying that the boy had run away
from home fearing poor result in
the board exams. The father filed
a complaint in this regard at Ellisbridge police station on Friday.

Shankarlal Prajapati, a resident
of Gujarat Society, Ellisbridge,
stated in his complaint that he had
sent his son Dinesh Prajapati, 17,
to his aunt's home to hand over
Rs1,600 at 5:30pm on Wednesday.
"He went there and also gave her
Rs1,500 and kept the rest with
himself as was agreed. However,
he did not return for a long while
after that," Prajapati, who works

Ideas to generate power using
solar energy and refrigerators
made of clay could possibly
only cross the minds of those
who dream and yearn to innovate technology that could
help the community at large.
Entrepreneurship Development of Institute (EDI) of
India and The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE), on Friday, got
two such pioneering entrepreneurs — Amit Chugh and
Mansukh Parajapati — on
campus to interact with students about their journey of
innovations.
Talking about thinking outof-the-box, Chugh, founder
and CEO, Cosmos Ignite Innovations said, "Innovations
should not be just limited to
product and its design and

EDI and TiE bring
together pioneering
entrepreneurs to
interact with students
about innovations
form. But it is also about how
you carry out your business
and market your product." He
advised the students that
while designing a product and
its business line, they should
keep the society's 'need gap' in
mind as it is the only way you
can come up with out-of-thebox innovations.
While Chugh's company
aims at generating sustainable and green energy for future, Prajapati, the founder of
Mitticool Clay, talked about
his journey of getting into

his clay profession despite his
father's opposition. "I am a
school dropout, but I always
wanted to make money
through business of my own.
This made me switch jobs and
I finally ended up with my
own clay business," said Prajapati, who has designed innovative daily use products
out of clay.
"I started with clay tawa or
pan which are more long-lasting than non-stick tawas and
have also innovated clay refrigerator and water filters
for rural people. Today, people
of rural areas can keep their
vegetables cool and have
clean drinking water like
their urban counterparts,"
added Prajapati whose name
has appeared in the top seven
rural entrepreneurs of India's list by FORBES.

as a peon at a
private coaching institute in
the city, said.
The parents
started searching for Dinesh
but to no avail.
"Later in the
evening, a neighbour told us that
he had seen my son near Law Gar-

Man drives
away jeep
sealed by cops
DNA Correspondent

Danyel Waro talks about his love for music, Maloya and the
historical conflicts — Dhaval Bharwad.DNA
heard Firmin Viry, who is still
alive playing Maloya in the
open. I swayed to it and realised that this revolutionary
music was what I wanted to
learn and play for my people.
It helped me fill my senses

with social and family life understanding and helped me
find my own identification."
Viry's concert was organised by the Communist Party
of Reunion (PCR) and Waro
saw Maloya as a political

and was seriously preparing for
his HSC exams, starting from
March 17. He used to study as late
as 2am," Prajapati said. He further
said, "Also on the day he went
missing, he was studying at our
home with his friend, until I sent
him out to hand over the money."
Ellisbridge police have registered
a case of missing person and are
further investigating the matter.

NRI to organise Dandi March
to curb corruption...
After 81 years of Gandhiji's
Dandi March, another Dandi
yatra will be initiated in the
city on the same date - March
12. Only this time, the yatra
will be held for fighting corruption. The idea was initially conceived by two NRIs Rajkumar Singh and Shreedhar
Alturi, who wanted to promote
Gandhiji's ideologies to fight
corruption.
While Singh will initiate
the march from Gandhi
Ashram, Alturi will organise
a similar march in USA as
well. Forty thousand people
are expected to participate in
the march in USA.

HISTORIC
DAY

...while freedom fighters go on
hunger strike for pension
DNA Correspondent

Reunion Island artist inspired by Hinduism
Kinjal Desai

den at 6:30pm. However, when we
went there, he was not there," the
father said.
The
complainant
added
that they searched for Dinesh
all day long on Thursday also but
could not trace him. Following
this, Prajapati lodged a complaint
with Ellisbridge police on Thursday evening.
"My son was brilliant at studies

DNA Correspondent
A man allegedly drove
away his jeep despite it
having been sealed by police for improper parking
in the parking space of
Pakwan Dining Hall on
SG Highway on Friday afternoon.
Devji Bhimji, ASI of
police (traffic) stated in
his complaint with Vastrapur police, that the
owner of the vehicle
drove it while he was
checking other vehicles.
"After sealing the jeep
for faulty parking, I was
looking at other parked
vehicles. The owner
broke the seal and drove
away,” he said.

DANYEL WARO WILL SING IN CREOLE LANGUAGE AT THE CONCERT TODAY

His music is not in French, but
in Creole language and it depicts more about the conflict
of the mind an individual of
his generation faces, even today, after his island, Réunion
turned into one of the overseas départements of France.
Danyel Waro, speaking to this
DNA, expresses his love for
music, Maloya and the historical conflicts and changes his
generation has seen and sometimes faces even today.
Explaining the circumstances in which he tumbled
upon the traditional music of
the slaves' Maloya, Waro said
that, "Music was banned in
our houses back then and was
absent for a long time, until I

> Meanwhile, in a late
night development,
GSHSEB said on its
website that those
students who
appeared for the
half an hour extra
time at Ram Bali
School in the
evening, will have to
compulsorily appear
for a re-test on
March 25 at 10am,
while for those who
did not, it will be
optional. The update
can be checked on
www.gseb.org

Co-ordinator
suspended

EDI brings to fore ‘Ideas that Impact’

Amit Chugh

Smooth
sailing for
students
on day one

Board gives a
diktat

weapon against the metropolitan power.
"This urge to fight against
the conflict, politically and socially existing around me and
the conflict of my inner mind
pushed me towards reliving
this traditional music and I
slowly started composing my
own numbers and musical instruments."
It was only post 1981 that
Waro and many others in his
league discovered the freedom
to express. Waro said that, "Although black-white, we were
declared free, but our minds
were deeply impacted by our
past and hence music helped
us express our conflicts,
thoughts and expressions."
"I used to partake in a lot
many Indian religious pro-

cessions that started becoming a part of our island, post
settlements of Indians, Chinese, Indian Muslims and
Africans. The religious processions carried out by Indians on the basis of their various deities, chapels and
temples of these deities, has
also helped me discover different forms and types of music which I could incorporate
with mine", Waro says.
For 30 years, Waro has been
practicing Hinduism and is
also a fire-walker along with
his other Indian counterparts
back on the island. Son of a
farmer, Waro continues to remain true to his tradition.
(Danyel Waro will perform
at Vastrapur Lake today from
8pm onwards)

Talking about the march,
Singh said, "We want to completely abolish corruption from
this world and want to spread
the message through this Dandi march. Our fight is not
against any political figure or
party, but only against corruption." The march will begin
from Gandhi Ashram and end
with salt making activity at
Dandi on April 6.
"We will make 50,000 salt
packets at Dandi and will distribute to President Pratibha
Patil and other ministers,"
added Singh.
Also during the march,
10,000 copies of Gandhiji's book
'My Experiments with truth'
will be distributed. Apart from
the march, a rally will also be
organised in the city on March
26. The rally will begin from
Gandhi Ashram between 10 am
to 5 pm. The rally will have the
message of 'India against corruption', added Singh.

Disappointed
freedom
fighters will go on a oneday hunger strike, the
Gandhian way, to mark the
81st anniversary of Dandi
March today. The octogenarians are protesting as
their letters to chief minister Narendra Modi went
unnoticed and they received no response. Around
80 of them will go on a
strike at Gandhi Ashram.
General secretary of the
Gujarat Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC), Girish
Parmar said the president of
Gujarat State Freedom Fighters Society, Govind Solanki,
had written letters to Modi
requesting him to increase
their pension. The state offers the lowest pension compared to other states.
"Freedom fighters in
Tamil Nadu are given
Rs17,000; in Karnataka they

The state offers the
lowest pension to its
freedom fighters
get Rs16,000; in Rajasthan
Rs10,000 and in Maharashtra Rs16,000. Whereas in
Gujarat, the freedom fighters get as low as Rs 5000,"
said Parmar.
He added that on one hand
Modi is spending crores on
Vibrant Gujarat and on the
other hand he doesn't have
money to increase freedom
fighters' pension.
"Before opting for hunger
strike the freedom fighters
had thrice written letters to
Modi. They had also written
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi. The prime
minister had time to respond
to these letters but Modi did
not have time for all this,"
stated Parmar.
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