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Modi banners set afire in capital
Police suspect it to be the work of people who are unhappy with the plastic ban enforced in the capital
D I L I P P AT E L

U

nidentified men burnt Chief
Minister Narendra Modi’s
posters in Gandhinagar late on
Monday. The police have still not
been able to trace the person/s responsible for the incident. However,
they believe it could be the work of
people who are unhappy with the
plastic ban that has been in force in
the city since January 1.
Though there are several posters of
Modi dotting the capital, the ones
that the vandals burnt were put up at
GH-4 and CH-3 crossroads. Such an
incident has happened for the first
time in 10 years, say sources.

MEAN AGAINST GREEN
IN THE two posters, Modi was seen
asking Gandhinagar residents to
keep the city green and free of plastic. Interestingly, the offenders did
not burn the posters entirely. They
chose to burn just Modi’s image. The

rest of the poster is intact. The police
believe it was a premeditated act.
“The posters are 12-foot high. Anyone trying to burn it would either
need a ladder or would have to stand
atop a vehicle to reach it. We have
found a kerosene can at the GH-4
spot which is near Udhyog Bhavan,”
said police.

BAN AGAINST PLASTIC
THE POLICE, who removed both the
posters, believe the act could have
been carried out by people unhappy
with the ban on plastic bags. The
Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation
had passed a resolution to ban sale as
well as amassing of plastic bags below 20 microns from January 1. The
civic body also decided to invoke the
Forest and Environmental Protection
Act against any offender who violates
the ban thrice, and arrest him. Most
importantly, the ban extends to
gutkha
pouches
that
the
Supreme Court recently said should

be banned by state governments in
three months.
The
GMC
has
warned
vendors at vegetable markets and
shopping centres, commercial complexes, milk parlours and laariwallahs against using plastic.

OFFENDERS FINED
THE GMC officials have been ordered to charge penalty of anything
between Rs 50 and 5,000 from shop
owners possessing plastic bags. The
stringent ban includes closure of
plants producing loose plastic.
A team comprising officials from
departments of health, forest, roads
and building along with those from
the collector’s office, Gandhinagar
Urban Development Authority and
fire brigade have been set up to monitor sale of plastic in the city and implementation of the ban. They recently raided two plastic manufacturers and imposed a heavy fine on
them for violating the ban.

The offenders did not burn the posters entirely. They set fire only to the section
containing Modi’s image. This banner stood at GH-4 Circle near Udhyog Bhavan

Want to buy a cellphone or rent Civic body seals
a house? Log on to local website 15,450 properties
Kuchbhibikega.com provides a platform to small players like photocopiers and booksellers
PICS: KALPESH BHATT

D H W A N I P AT H A K D AV E

AMC sealed 3,800 properties in East Zone
to recover property tax dues, say officials

P

roperties, automobiles, electronics
and more under one virtual roof —
this is what three friends are offering
on their website kuchbhibikega.com.
The website allows users to rent a house,
buy a second-hand mobile or get a good
deal on books in Ahmedabad.
The venture belongs to Nikhil Talreja,
Neel Shah and Pragnesh Goyani.
Nikhil, a 24-year-old graduate from the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute,
says: “I met Pragnesh after my graduation.
We realised there were many sites offering
online shopping, but nothing that was
Ahmedabad-specific. We met Neel, an IIM
Kozhikode passout, in August and
launched the website in December.”
Enumerating why the website was
unique, Neel says, “We provide platform to
small players, too. Even photocopiers or
cellphone dealers can register for free.”
Currently, the website offers four sections: properties, vehicles, electronics
(computers and mobile phones) and books.
Soon, they plan to introduce a category
for used goods. “We will feature used
iPhones and iPods in this section. Usually, secondhand goods are bought through
word-of-mouth. The sale is restricted to
friends’ circle. Now our website will enable

AMC collects Rs 1.25 crore as property tax daily

R U T U R A J J A D AV
Neel Shah and Nikhil Talreja have employed 35 agents to reach buyers/sellers
a buyer/seller to reach everyone in Ahmedabad,” says Nikhil.
The site works on an offline model
where details are taken over the phone to
give better service to small dealers without
internet access. “We currently have 35
agents in the city who get in touch with

prospective sellers/buyers. Even the small
book-stall owner near IIM-A has joined us.
We double their business by providing
them with a wider client database,” says
Neel. The three youths soon plan to introduce a section for women entrepreneurs
who have launched small businesses.

HC dismisses plea on irregularities in electoral rolls

G

ujarat High Court on
Tuesday disposed as “infructuous” a public suit
alleging irregularities in the voters list for the local bodies elections and challenging the e-voting system introduced by the
government, noting that the
polls had already been held.
A bench of Chief Justice S J
Mukhopadhaya and Justice
Anant Dave said elections have
already been held and hence the

plea to direct the state government to hold election on revised
voters’ list has become infructuous. On the issue of e-voting system, the court ruled that already
PILs have been filed challenging
it and the issue would be judged.
The court had earlier issued
notices to the state election
commission and others following the PIL by Siddharth Patel,
the then president of Congress’
state unit, alleging serious irreg-

ularities in the electoral roll prepared for the civic and local self
governance bodies’ elections.
Claiming that a large number
of voters’ names were duplicated in as many as seven constituencies, the Congress leader
also alleged that same names
and Election Photo Identity
Cards number were duplicated
in more than one constituency.
He had claimed that the electoral roll which was the basic

document, on which the electoral process is founded, was defective and thus holding free and
fair election would be frustrated.
Patel had also raised objections on e-voting system to be
introduced in the civic bodies’
elections. He claimed that in
light of the evident irregularities
in current voters’ list, the system
of e-voting could be defrauded
and hence it could not be considered trustworthy.
IANS

I

n an attempt to recover
property tax dues, the
Ahmedabad
Municipal
Corporation has begun sealing properties. In the last
three months, AMC sealed
more than 15,450 properties
in Ahmedabad.
There are 16 lakh property
tax units in the city, of which
12 lakh is residential and 4
lakh is commercial. Property
tax is one of major source of
AMC revenue after octroi was
abolished. It adds up to 23 per
cent of the revenue.
Deputy Municipal Commissioner Arjav Shah said,
“East Zone topped the list
with 3,800 sealed properties.”

NEW STRATEGY
THE CIVIC officials have also
employed a new strategy to
make the defaulters pay up.
Everyday, tax assessor meet
defaulters at zonal offices to

PROPERTIES SEALED
Central Zone

2500

North Zone

2100

South Zone

2250

West Zone

2300

East Zone

3800

New West Zone

2500

Total

15450

resolve payment issues, if any.

COLLECTION TARGET
The tax collection target is
Rs 436 crore this year. Till February 9, the officials had collected Rs 345 crore against last
year’s collection of Rs 321
crore.
Shah said, “There has been
an increase of 23 per cent
compared to last year. We still
have a month to go before
the fiscal year ends. We
think we will achieve our target this time.”

